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AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS LUANDA 0450 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS AO 

SUBJECT: SHOOTOUT AT THE ENGLISH SCHOOL 

PRETORIA FOR RSO 

1. 1 REPORTED IN AN EARLIER CABLE THAT THE MPLA HAD MOVED 
TROOPS INTO A HOUSE NEXT TO THE ENGLISH SCHOOL, WHERE ALL 
AMERICAN CHILDREN ARE ENROLLED. ON APRIL 23 THE FNLA TOOK 
OVER A ROMAN CATHOLIC RETREAT CENTER ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
SCHOOL AND INST ALT FT) ABOUT FIFTY TROOPS. THE SHOOTING BEGAN AT 
0100 APRIL 24 AND WENT ON FOR TWO OR THREE HOURS. AS THE SCHOOL 

IS BETWEEN THE TWO GROUPS, THEY USED IT TO RECONNOITER AND TO GAIN 
POSITION. FORTUNATELY, NEITHER SIDE WAS ESPECIALLY ANGRY AT 
THE OTHER AND MOST OF THE SHOTS WERE FIRED INTO THE AIR. 

2. 1 WENT OVER AT 0800 ON APRIL 24 AND TALKED FIRST WITH THE 
MPLA. THEY DID NOT REALIZE FNLA HAD TAKEN OVER THE RETREAT 
CENTER AND THOUGHT THE TROOPS MUST HAVE SNEAKED UP AT NIGHT 
IN A VEHICLE WITHOUT LIGHTS. I THEN WENT AND PALAVERED WITH THE 
FNLA WHO HAD SOLDIERS STRUNG OUT ALONG THE ROAD AND WERE STOPPING 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LUANDA 00450 241339Z 

TRAFFIC. BOTH SIDES, OF COURSE, SAID THE OTHER STARTED THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

SHOOTING. I TOLD THEM TO STAY OFF THE SCHOOL PROPERTY AND TRIED 
TO GET THEM TO ENTER INTO DIRECT TALKS, BUT THEY CLAIMED TO BE 
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS NOT TO TALK WITH ANY OTHER ARMED 
FORCE UNLESS ORDERED TO DO SO BY THEIR COMMANDING OFFICERS. 

NO OFFICERS WERE PRESENT FROM EITHER SIDE, SO I TELEPHONED 
VARIOUS OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, TO ASK 
THAT BOTH MPLA AND FNLA SEND SOMEONE IN AUTHORITY TO THE SCENE. 

3. THE ENGLISH SCHOOL HAS MOVED ITS OPERATIONS INTO TWO ADJACENT 
HOUSES IN THE CITY. 

KILLORAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LIBERATION FRONTS, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE, SCHOOLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LUANDA00450 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 44-0351 
From: LUANDA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750421 /aaaaathr.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUL 2003 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <03 FEB 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SHOOTOUT AT THE ENGLISH SCHOOL PRETORIA FOR RSO 
TAGS: PINS, AO, MPLA, FNLA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



